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Sarasota Chapter

BOARD MEETING MINUTES FOR
THE MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF SARASOTA, INC. (MOAS)
AND
THE SARASOTA MILITARY OFFICERS FOUNDATION, INC. (SMOF)
Tuesday, June 2, 2026

CALL TO ORDER: President Steven Carnes called the meeting to order at 1200. The meeting
began with The Pledge of Allegiance, and a prayer led by Chaplain Michael Lindquist.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Steven Carnes, (President), Wesley Moy, (1t VP), Chris Nind,
(2" VP, Programs), Christa Friedlander, (Treasurer), Len Friedlander, (Director, Editor, The
Breeze, Membership), Bill Lawyer, (Director, Scholarships, JROTC Liaison), Michael Lindquist
(Director, Legislative, Chaplain), Peter Dering, (Secretary, Veteran Affairs).

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Dave Downer, (Immediate Past President).

COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND VISITORS PRESENT: Jon Gordon, (FCOC Secretary and Past
President), Mary Gordon, (Luncheon Coordinator), Ron Wozniak, (YAHOO Coordinator), Linda
Wozniak, (YAHOO Co-Coordinator).

COMMITTEE CHAIRS ABSENT: Peggy O’Connell, (Meet and Greet Coordinator,
Parliamentarian).

PRESIDENT’S/BOARD ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION:

Nothing to report.

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT: Wesley Moy

Microsoft 365 for Small Associations
Nominating Committee chair
Communications director

MOAS Sustainability Assessment

e Membership profile

o Sarasota County context
Participation reality
Indicators of governance stress
Organization life cycle
Structural risks



Gap: Working-age members
Programmatic misalignment
Outlook

Options

Immediate priorities

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT and PROGRAMS: Chris Nind

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT:

1. During the scholarship lunch | met the Instructor from Venice HS and he mentioned that
the school JROTCs have competitions between each other. | would like to suggest that
we find out when they occur so our members can go and support them. This will also
help the relationship between us. Also, we have invited an instructor to our next lunch.

2. Memorial Day at 1000 hours at Oak Ridge cemetery, Arcadia, 23 RAF pilot cadets were
remembered and approximately 40 people attended.

3. | am continuing to investigate the New Year, Spring 2027 event, but nothing to report so
far, | am investigation possible venues, hopefully more details next month.

4. | have asked Len to publish the list of speakers for 2026 in the next newsletter, so
people have a chance to plan ahead if they want to hear a speaker.

PROGRAMS:

3rd REVISION

PAST LUNCHEONS

May 15 — Ms Rachael O’Dea, deputy District School Superintendent, Bill Lawyer leading. Also,
Scholarship luncheon for students and families

FUTURE LUNCHEONS

June 19 — Dogs Inc Amber Watt, Managing Director of Philanthropy, Marisa Blanco, Certified
Instructor and Astro, Guide dog

July 17 — Ms Stacey Santos from Veterans Healthcare. Other neighboring chapters will be
invited to hear her talk. | will send out invitations to chapter chairs and Navy League.

Aug 21 — Ms Amy Tardif from WUSF, newsroom editor, Pulitzer winner. We will also be invited to
visit WUSF studios in Tampa.

Sep 18- Sarasota Orchestra, speaker Syndey Lemelin plus one, present and future of the
Orchestra and their new location. Members will also receive event tickets and a tour of the new
facility when open.

Oct 16- Ms Dena Kilgore, Program Director, MOAA. Other chapters will be invited to attend.

Nov 20-John MacCarth, VP for Regional History at Marie Selby Gardens. Talk on Native
American settlements in Sarasota County.



Dec 8 — Santa visits and distribute gifts to members. Seasonal music will be played during
lunch. Possible display and introduction by a Board member of The Sarasota Cuban Ballet and
joined by some young dancing members of the company to the music from the Nutcracker.
Dancers will assist Santa and then join tables to speak about ballet. Attendees will be asked to
bring a wrapped gift they would like to receive, valued at $25. Each parcel marked with a M or F.

2027

Jan 22 TBD

Feb 19 TBD

Mar 14 TBD

Speakers approached and awaiting replies;

Sarasota Cuban Ballet, MaryElizabeth Mock

FCOC Patricia Green on Surviving Spouses information.
Jennifer Mitchell on Arts Conservatory, Sarasota Youth Circus
CEO Easter Seals, Veterans programs.

ABC 7 Suncoast View staff and possible visit to studio to see the show being made.
Valor Commons Project, speaker Carlos de Queseda

Kerry Sherriden, WUSF

Thomas Moldy, Former Assistant Sec to the Navy.

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT: Dave Downer

No report.

SECRETARY'’S REPORT: Peter Dering

The May 2026 BOD Meeting Minutes were approved unanimously.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Christa Friedlander

The May 2026 Treasurers Report was approved unanimously.

MOAS Operating Account:
Operating Balance April 30, 2026 $36,046.93

Operating Receipts  $2,742.00
Operating Expenses $ 2,679.00

Operating Balance May 31, 2026 $36,109.93



Sarasota Military Officers Foundation Account:
SMOF Balance April 30,2026 $52,764.23

Foundation Receipts: $ -0-
Foundation Expenses: $ 335.35

SMOF Balance May 31, 2026 $52,428.88

SMOF Allocations for 2026:

Merit Scholarships $ -0- awarded
JROTC Scholarships $ -0- awarded
Veterans Scholarships $ -0- awarded
Veterans Support $ 2,500.00
JROTC Support $ 1,730.73
Not Allocated $ 48,198.15

TOTAL $ 52,428.88

Endowment Fund
April 30, 2026 Balance $50,296.93 (+$3,209.81)
May Statement not yet available

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BREEZE NEWSLETTER/ MEMBERSHIP: Len Friedlander

BREEZE NEWSLETTER —
The June 2026 issue was published and emailed to 263 addressees (incl Scholarship awardees).
Twenty (20) copies were printed and mailed to members.

MEMBERSHIP-

Current Status of Membership as of May 28, 2026 - 188
Two member deaths in May (Ed Dupree & Jeff Wortmann) Reported to national MOAA.

Per FCOC request, reviewed currently assigned zip codes and those incorrectly assigned to
FCOC. Identified & submitted updated chapter catchment area zip codes to FCOC Southwest
Area VP Mike Borders.

RECRUITING Updated and printed the membership recruiting tri-fold

WEBSITE — Continue to review content and making edits/modifications.



Monthly update of Newsletter, Board Minutes.

Updated Recruiting tri-fold (printed) and uploaded to website

Initiated action to update photos (Veteran & HS scholarships).

Would appreciate assistance with Board member review of ALL website content for
corrections & updates.

LEGISLATIVE REPORT: Michael Lindquist-See The Breeze

| will be asking the board to approve THE HAROLD R. DOMBROWKSI AND KATHRYN A.
DOMBROWSKI CHARITABLE FOUNDATION GRANT REQUEST. Once approved the
request will be signed by the President and delivered to the office that manages the grant.

The Chapter has recently seen the transition of two members:
Jeffrey W. Wortmann, Captain, USAF (retired)
Thomas Dupree, LTC, US Army (retired)

VETERANS’ AFFAIRS: Peter Dering

Sarasota County Veterans Commission, (SCVC)

Carlos Moreira has completed his term as SCVC president. The organization is seeking a
replacement for him.

The latest meeting was held April 14 at 3:00PM at Gold Coast Eagle Distributing. The meeting
began with the Pledge of Allegiance, a prayer and the National Anthem, sung by Esther Smith.

Sarasota Councilman Mark Smith was in attendance.

The next SCVC meeting is TBD, pending scheduling with Gold Coast Eagle Distributing located
at 7051 Wireless Court, Sarasota, FL 34240. Tentatively planned for October 2026.

EVENTS:

31 GUNS In 31 DAYS Raffle

How It Works:
o 31 separate firearms raffled — one per day in August 2026
e The winning number is determined by the Florida Lottery Pick 3 AFTERNOON result
e Match your ticket number to the official draw, and you win that day’s firearm

Ticket Details:

Donation: $50 per ticket or Buy 4 get one free!

Non-transferable

Official Rules:

e Must be 21 years or older to participate



o All federal, state, and local firearm laws apply

e Winners must complete the transfer at Whiskey Tango Firearms

e Background check and any applicable waiting periods are required

e Firearms not claimed by December 31, 2026, will be forfeited

o |If alisted firearm becomes unavailable, a substitution of equal value may be made
Thank You for Supporting Our Clay Shoot!
September 27, at 7730 Target Trail, Nokomis, (Time not indicated).

Thanks to your generosity, our Sporting Clay Fundraiser raised over $10,000 to support
Sarasota veterans. Whether you sponsored, participated, or volunteered — you made a real
impact.

We’re especially grateful to our local partners who stepped up with donations and support.
Together, we’re strengthening our community and honoring those who served.

25th Annual Morton’s Firefighters Chili Cook-Off. October 27, 2-5 pm. More to follow.
Join SRQ VETS at the Tribute to Heroes Parade & Block Party-NOVEMBER 9

We’'re proud to take part in Lakewood Ranch’s annual Tribute to Heroes Parade & Block Party, a
heartfelt celebration honoring veterans, active-duty military, and hometown heroes. Event
Highlights: ® Block Party: 2:00-5:00 PM on Lakewood Main Street & Parade: Begins at 4:00
PM Featuring marching bands, veteran groups, and community organizations in a vibrant
procession.

f Stop by the beer trailer!
Grab a cold drink served by SRQ VETS volunteers and cheer us on as our truck strolls down
Main Street in the parade.

Want to be in the parade with us?
Email info@srqvets.org to join the lineup and represent SRQ VETS in this powerful community
tribute.

ALSO:

On the second Wednesday of every month, at 9:00 AM Sarasota County honors those
honorably discharged veterans who have passed away in the area without family. Please join
this important Monthly Ceremony to remember our local veterans. Services are held at Sarasota
national cemetery at 900 Service is Rain or Shine.

VA articles courtesy of The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs:

Discover VA's online mental health resource designed to support you whenever and wherever
you need it. All resources are free, confidential and available 24/7.


https://sarasotacvc.org/events/25th-annual-mortons-firefighters-chili-cook-off/
https://sarasotacvc.org/events/tribute-to-heroes-parade-block-party/
mailto:info@srqvets.org

For the fourth straight year, VA outperformed non-VA facilities in CMS star ratings, as 78% of VA
hospitals that received a rating earned four or five stars. These results demonstrate VA's
unwavering commitment to providing top-quality care for our Veterans.

EXPANDING OUTREACH TO SAVE LIVES

60% of Veterans who die by suicide have had no recent contact with the VA. Secretary
Collins shares how VA is expanding outreach with podcasts, communication campaigns, and
creative outreach events to reach Veterans and bring them to the care they earned, deserve,
and need. Find an outreach event near you or call MyVA411 (1-800-698-2411) and get
connected today!

VA BEGINS MDMA-ASSISTED THERAPY TRIAL

“We need an all-of-the-above strategy when it comes to improving mental health treatments,
and under President Trump, that’s exactly what VA is working to deliver,” said VA Secretary
Collins. “This trial represents an important step in safely evaluating new approaches and
innovations to treat Veterans with severe mental health conditions.”

CONNECTING VETERANS WITH SPIRITUAL CARE

VA chaplain services provide supportive, confidential care for all Veterans—regardless of
religious belief—and can be especially valuable to those experiencing or at risk of
homelessness. Learn how this spiritual care can help Veterans find strength, connection, and
purpose.

SUPPORTING VETERAN CAREGIVERS

Caregivers never take a day off. VA Secretary Collins recently thanked caregivers and
renewed VA's support for those caring for Veterans at the Elizabeth Dole Foundation National
Convening. Learn more about VA's Caregiver Support Program.

VA RESOURCES

For any questions or requests,1-800-MyVA411 (1-800-698-2411) is always the right number.
Veterans Crisis Line: 988 and press 1, Chat, or Text 838255

Vet Centers: 1-877-927-8387

Homeless Veteran Resources: 1-877-424-3838 or Chat

Ask VA

Schedule a 1-on-1 Appointment with a VA Benefits Expert

Find a VA facility near you

For non-urgent questions, you can reach VA using the VA Health & Benefits App or
MyHealtheVet secure messaging to schedule an appointment, refill prescriptions, and access
your medical records.


https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdiscover.va.gov%2Fevents%2F%3Futm_campaign=VetResources%26utm_id=20MAY2026%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/2/0100019e4870ae9d-cc71f782-4c53-4860-80b8-68d8ff85c1c5-000000/EEHu2hzydYrTKdAkKVTZSoUWC6JRN3WLg3a41ByblY4=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/tel:18006982411/1/0100019e4870ae9d-cc71f782-4c53-4860-80b8-68d8ff85c1c5-000000/g5wBQhYarzT9d_zAeVYjEBKXCvVPzq0gc1Ju5j2GnpI=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.caregiver.va.gov%2F%3Futm_campaign=VetResources%26utm_id=27MAY2026%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019e6c712a58-ca3736ff-aa03-4a3a-b42a-06aa3476428c-000000/woyO79o3aonR6K9Zdgms59JBl0I8mLOI3iGXoegL4IY=452

SOCIAL MARKETING, COMMUNICATION AND WEBSITE: Vacant

Nothing to report.

LUNCHEON REPORT: Mary Gordon

The May 15 luncheon was our annual Scholarship Luncheon. 30 MOAS members and guests
were present; our speaker and presenter was Rachel O’Dea, Deputy Superintendent, Sarasota
County Schools. All five JROTC scholarship winners were there with two family members
each; 4 of the 12 Merit winners were able to attend, also with two family members each (one
student unable to come had registered her parents but they were not able to attend). The
scholarship winners were all seated at separate tables so MOAS members would have the
opportunity to interact with the students we are supporting. Members (19 individuals/couples)
generously donated in advance to cover the expense of the lunch for our scholarship winners
and their guests. We had more than enough to cover the 29 meals requested.

For the last several years we have had the luncheon on an earlier date; however, this year the
third Friday seemed to work as well as possible, even though one high school was having its
graduation that evening. Next year we have planned this event for the second Friday as it
works out best for the school calendar.

Bill Lawyer, the Scholarship Chairperson, presented the certificates and checks, with the help of
Ms O’Dea and members of the Committee. Bios of all the student winners were placed on the
tables. It was considered by all to be a very successful day.

Money received for member luncheons $1,189.00
Money received as donations $ 1,289.00
(added from April payment) $ 41.00
TOTAL $2,519.00
Michael’s on East invoice $ 2,400.00
Balance +$ 119.00

There was no 50/50.
MEET AND GREET: Peggy O’Connell

We had 11 people at the May Meet & Greet. the June Meet & Greet will be at Grillsmith on June
10th at 5:30 pm Please let me know by June 8th if you will be there.

I will not be attending the board meetings as they conflict with an ongoing
previous commitment.

JROTC, MCJROTC: Bill Lawyer




There is nothing new to report. However, | was able to do some arm twisting and LTC
Christopher Davis, Sarasota High, is now a member of our organization!

SCHOLARSHIP REPORT: Bill Lawyer

Please see the June Breeze for details of the luncheon speaker, Dr. Rachael O’Dea.

Nine students were in attendance, and we gave each one a certificate plus check for $3,000.
Please see the Breeze for lots of pictures of the students and their guests.

One final student received his award 27 May, 2026 at Riverview High School.

LTC Kevin Cukrowicz has graciously agreed to assume the role of Scholarship Chair for the
coming school year. | will be available to help Kevin on this journey.

YAHOO: Ron & Linda Wozniak

Sunday 7 June De Soto National Memorial Ranger Led Guided Kayak Tour
De Soto Memorial. Time: 0900-1115

8300 DeSoto Memorial Highway, Bradenton, FL 34209

Signed up: 8. We have 2 remaining seats available.

Contact Woz at RonWozniak13@gmail.com NLT Monday 1 June for reservation(s).
COST: $1.00/per person.

There will be five 2 man kayaks & all equipment provided.

Limit: 10 folks; 2 per kayak. Maximum load limit for tandem kayaks is 420 Ibs.
Muster at 0900 for check in by the Park Ranger's tent near the main entrance.
Launch 0915 at the water's edge left of the tent.

Past Events/Outings
None since last report.

OUTREACH/SURVIVING SPOUSES: Vacant

No report.

OLD BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS: None

BOARD APPROVED ACTIONS/MOTIONS: None

BOARD ACTIONS/MOTIONS NOT APPROVED: None

MISCELLANEOUS: None

NEXT MEETING: The next Board meeting is scheduled for 1200 on TUESDAY, July 7, 2026,
at The Meadows Lifestyle and Wellness Facility, 3350 Longmeadow.

The meeting adjourned at 1313.


mailto:RonWozniak13@gmail.com
mailto:RonWozniak13@gmail.com
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